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Unit 3 Assignment(s)

Important Event:
Saturday, April 25th WildCat Writers Gathering—Your Sunnyside High School student service learning partners will be coming to the University of Arizona on Saturday, April 25th, 9:00-12:00am at the Integrated Learning Center (ILC).  Your presence is requested at this service-learning event.  Refreshment/Lunch is free!!  Students will receive attendance credit for this event as well as 1 percentage point BONUS on the final class project for attending (this could potentially raise you a letter grade on the final assignment;)

The Final Project

The class culminates in this unit.  This means that everything you have learned about analyzing rhetoric will come together in a final, rhetorical project.  By rhetoric, I mean any communicative situation that involves audiences, agents, and other stakeholders and the intelligent materials they use to participate in exchange.  We will also be connecting what we have learned about rhetoric to our service learning partnerships.  The audience for your final assignments will be your high school partners.

Assignment Goals:

1. Students will participate in a real rhetorical situation; students will write for an actual audience

2. Students will demonstrate an ability to effectively communicate across different genres

3. Students will demonstrate their ability to transition between rhetorical events by shifting a single

argument between two, different rhetorical situations

4. Students will be able to produce writing and rhetoric by working across different productive environments—collaborative and individual

5. Students will demonstrate their ability to create effective messages for a specific audience by publishing their work

The final project consists of 2 communicative events, also called public arguments.  These public arguments overlap and provide students with the opportunity to write, communicate, and publish in different genres for a specific audience—your high school student partners.  

The 1st assignment:

The topic

In the first public argument assignment, you will work in a team of 4-5 of your peers.  In the team you will share your recent research topics and experiences related to the controversy analysis.  Then, as a team, you will choose a single, cohesive topic for your final project.  This topic can come from one of your team member’s previous research, or you can make up an entirely new topic.  Your entire team must agree to this topic.  Your topic must have something to do with higher education and/or life after high school.  Your audience for this 1st public argument is your high school student partners, so your team should choose a topic that you think is of interest to high school students interested in life after high school.

The writing

Once your group has decided on a single topic, each person in the group is responsible for creating a public argument about the topic.  As an individual you must take a position on a controversy related to your team’s topic.  It doesn’t matter what your position is, or that others in your group may disagree with you—the more arguments, the better as long as the topic remains uniform.  

Take a position and then decide on a genre in which to present your argument.  No two group members can work in the same genre, so decide who will write in what genres (your group should have at least 4-5 people writing in 4-5 different genres about your group topic).

There are plenty of different genres to choose from.  You may choose to present your argument as a speech, memo, editorial, open letter, blog entry, magazine or newspaper article, email, diary entry—almost anything you can think of will do as long as the genre requires written communication!  I encourage you to be creative with this.  However, creativity is not a license to eschew all convention.  The more creative your genre, the more need there is for you to appropriately imitate the conventions of the genre (more on this in class).  

This project requires that you model your writing on a piece published (or otherwise acquired) in the same genre.  You will need to attach a copy of your model genre to your final assignment with an explanation of how you mirrored the rhetorical “moves” of your model.

First draft due April 15th
Final 2-3 pg draft due April 17th + model genre + 1 pg explanation of rhetorical moves               

Assignment evaluation

--You will be evaluated on how well you imitate the conventions of the genre in which you present your argument. 

--You will be evaluated on how well you write to your audience—your high school student partner.

--If you use outside research, it must be formally cited.

The 2nd assignment

The 2nd public argument assignment is a fully collaborative project.  You will work with your team to design a zine.  The zine will be a magazine-like document.  It looks like an original, handmade/semi-professional booklet created by “collaging” your team members written arguments.  Your team may also choose to create or find and collage other genres/images as needed.  You must also include a piece of writing from each team member’s high school student partner (this might be tricky and it will require you to go back to your saved email correspondences or to initiate a fresh correspondence with your high school partner).  

The zine is a collection of many different genres that communicates a single idea in diverse ways.  In this way, your zine may be composed of many different ways of looking at a single topic, so that the cohesive message of the zine is like a visual/written representation of a controversy analysis.  The audience for your zine is your high school student partners.  Your team should keep in mind exactly what it would like to communicate to high school students about college life or life after high school.  You will be publishing your zine and then giving them to Sunnyside High.

Creating the zine

Examples of zines and strategies for creating the zine will be forthcoming, but start thinking ahead, now.

Assignment evaluation

--Students will be evaluated on how well their zine cohesively conveys a message using different genres and various points of view (including how well the zine integrates the words and writing of the high school student partners)

--Students will be evaluated on the quality of their final publication compared to other zines currently in circulation
--Teams are required to cite any “borrowed” materials and genres (more on this later)
First draft due April 24th—students will peer edit their first drafts with high school student partners at the April 25th WildCat Writers Event

Final Draft due Friday May 8th (time and place TBA)     
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Unit 3 Schedule

April 6th-10th
Introduce final project; form project teams; decide on team topic; decide on individual genres


Readings and Discussion—Students will discuss and study the conventions of various public argument genres

April 10th
Controversy Analysis due.  Class canceled for professional conference—please leave your papers in my office at CCIT Rm 236 by 10:00am
April 13th-17th
Students will continue to study the conventions of various public arguments; workshop


Wednesday—Students will bring to class a first draft (2pgs) of their public arguments with a copy of their “model genre”

April 17th
1st Public Argument due.  Begin zine project.

April 20th-24th
Students study example zines; use class time to plan, design, and compose zine; “collage” genres and “research” other genres for inclusion in zine

April 24th
Very rough 1st draft of zine due; workshop

SAT. APRIL 25th

WildCat Writers Event, ILC, 9:00-12:00am
Students will exchange zine drafts with high school student partners for peer review.  Come to the event for bonus/attendance credits!

April 27th-

May 1st
Continue working on zine project in class; discuss, locate, and utilize appropriate technologies for high quality publication, ie Color printing, binding, etc.

May 4th-6th
Finalize projects, review appropriate citation formatting strategies

May 6th
Last day of class

May 8th
Zine due.

** Service learning opportunity:
If you are going to be in Tucson this summer, please let me know if you are interested in helping me present the zine projects to students at Sunnyside High.  This informal presentation will most likely take place in mid to late May.    





Great resume builder!! ;)

Check out these great zine websites:

http://www.undergroundpress.org/zine-resources/
http://www.voices.axspace.com/support/student_guide.htm
http://wemakezines.ning.com/
http://www.zinebook.com/
