Aja Martinez’s Writing For Journal Assignments

· What percent of your graduating high school class went on to a university (not community college)? Of those who went to a university, why do you think this was their path? Of those who did not, why do you think they didn't?

· Were there any barriers (money, parental/familial support, grades, etc.) that could have prevented you from pursuing a college education? Are there any barriers you perceive that may prevent you from completing your college education? Explain.
· This journal assignment is to be completed in 2 parts, but you will only turn in part 2.

-Part I: Read the student writing by the Cholla high school student you've been assigned in class. On a separate sheet of paper take very detailed notes about what this student says concerning his/her access to a college education. What are these students' largest concerns? 

-Part II: This is the part of the journal assignment that you will turn in. Write a letter to your Cholla student (please address/head it with his/her first name) giving him/her advice or feedback based on your own personal experiences. You are now a college student at a four-year university and have experience doing what it takes to become one. These students are still in high school and for the most part do not know how to overcome the barriers they've identified in their short essays. In this letter you should be compassionate, encouraging, and detailed. Again, the more personal experience and advice you can include the better. You can begin by telling the student a little bit about you and your background before addressing their specific concerns. Aim to tell the story about what helped you get into college, and if you can identify with any of their barriers, say so and tell the student how you dealt with these barriers. Let me know if there are any questions. 
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