English 101+ Sample Essay Assignments

Rhetorical Analysis Essay Assignment  

Purpose: This assignment will serve the purpose of developing your analytical skills. There is always a purpose behind every text you will encounter and in this assignment you will explore the multiple purposes behind the text you choose to examine. You should take time to consider the author’s motivations and ultimate goals. As you analyze situations remember that authors often have multiple purposes. 
Assignment: For this essay you will select either “Freedom Writers,” “Take Back the Power,” or “Nice White Lady” as your text. Your assignment is to rhetorically analyze the overall effectiveness of these texts.  

Guidelines:
    MLA format and citations
    Typed, double spaced, standard font

    3-4 pages (1,000-1,500 words)

    Exploratory draft 1 due 2/8

    Exploratory draft 2 due 2/15

    Final draft due 2/20

1.  Identify the elements of the rhetorical situation
     Subject—The topic of inquiry, study, or discussion.
     Writer—The creator of the text who is influenced by his or her own unique personal and educational history.

     Audience—Who the writer wishes to reach; many texts have both a primary and secondary audience.

     Purpose—The specific change in knowledge, thought, or action the writer desires from the audience.

     Context—The relevant aspects of culture or current events that affect the author’s attitude and the audience’s perception of the subject.

2.  Select 3-4 rhetorical strategies from the text
     Organization and format
     Language choice and style

     Types of evidence (facts, quotes, statistics, case studies, etc.)

     Illustrations, examples, and descriptions

     Voice and tone

     Appeal to the audience (logos, ethos and pathos)

3.  Analyze those strategies

     Identify the strategy

     Give an example from the text

     Show how it works; one way to do this is to discuss the relationship between the rhetorical elements.  For example, how does the writer’s relationship with her or his perceived audience affect the rhetorical strategy of language choice and style?

4.  Evaluate the effectiveness of these strategies
     Explain why the strategy successfully appeals to the audience (or why it does not).
     Explain how the strategy accomplishes (or does not) the author’s purpose.

General Format of the Rhetorical Analysis Essay

     The introduction of the essay includes the title and author of the text to be analyzed, where and when it was made/published, some background on the topic or issue addressed, and your thesis statement (number 1 above).

     The thesis statement is a claim about the overall effectiveness of the text.

     The body paragraphs describe the text’s rhetorical situation and then describe and analyze rhetorical strategies.  Each strategy will be described and analyzed in its own paragraph or section (numbers 2-3 above).

     The concluding section summarizes points about the text’s overall effectiveness and explore possible future implications 
Unit II:  The Research Essay
ENGL 102-009 & 025
Instructor: Aja Y. Martinez
 
 

As we’ve discussed in class, educational inequality in this country is an issue and concern debated frequently and by many. For this essay, you will choose a topic concerning educational inequality and write a 5 to 6 page essay discussing the specific issue of interest to you.  This is not a pro-con assignment.  You are not taking one side of an issue and arguing that side.  

 

Your purpose is to explore the situations, problems, biases, factions, people, terms, and definitions behind a particular issue. Your issue of concern does not have to be exactly pro-con, and can be a situation with many possible causes and/or solutions. In this essay you will do the following things:

· You will explore the representation of your chosen issue, such as how the “common man” and the “expert” view the topic and how the media represents the issue to the public.  

· You will describe and define how this issue developed. 

· You will describe the two or more sides of the issue, you will explain what the sides are, and who is on each side and why.  

· You will define key terms and key participants in the debate 

 

How to begin your research journey:
1) Pick an issue related to your particular area of interest as it applies to the overall course theme of inequality and difference in education. Think back on texts (essays, films, film clips, etc.) and class discussions you've encountered to this point in this course to help generate a possible topic.  Hopefully, through your reference research work, our journal assignments, and our in-class brainstorming, you will have an idea for a topic early on.  

 

2) Once you have an issue to explore, do some pre-research writing.  What do you already know about the topic?  What is your layperson’s opinion on the issue?   What are you initial assumptions?  What did you think a general audience believes about the issue?

 

3) What are the origins of this issue?  When did it first become a concern and how have the consequences of the issue developed?  How is the contemporary fall-out of the issue similar or different from the original problem?

 

4)  Identify the major views on the issue.  Who supports each view and why?  What aspects does each side concentrate on?  How does each side define key terms in the debate?  What does each side have to gain or lose in this debate?  Does any common ground exist between the different sides/viewpoints?

 

5) Compare scholarly and popular media articles on the issue.  How do the experts portray the issue?  How do the media represent the same concern?  What aspects do the various sources concentrate on?

 

How to organize your research:  
There are several approaches you could take.  You could begin with the historical background of the issue, how it was received by the public, and how it was discussed “in the beginning.”  Then you could move on to how the issue is discussed in “contemporary” times, which would be, roughly, the last 5 or so years (depending on the issue).  You could also divide the issue by sides of the debate or by media versus expert opinions.  This all depends on what you see as significant and what aspects of the issue should be highlighted.  

 

You will have plenty of time and background work for this paper.  You will also complete an Annotated Bibliography on your topic and have already (Journal Assignment 15) completed a Research Proposal.

 
Sources:  
You are required to have 4 to 6 sources.  You may have more than 6 sources if you find them necessary, but more than 10 may be too much for our timeframe.  Fewer than 4 will be unacceptable.  You will use MLA documentation with Work Cited and in-text citation.
 
Exploratory Draft 1 Due: 3/28 
Exploratory Draft 2 Due: 4/4        
Final Draft Due 4/7
Unit 3: The Public Argument
 

There are four parts to the Unit 3 assignment: the persuasive argument, the cover letter, the delivery/creative project of the public argument, and the response sheets.
 

Part One: The Persuasive Argument (3-4 pages) 7%
This essay will be a persuasive argument based on the research and essay you conducted in Unit 2.  Your argument will eventually take the form of a public argument targeted to a particular audience.  You will choose the target audience and your purpose in addressing them, and then construct your argument using the rhetorical strategies that you think will be most effective for your audience and purpose.  

 

The audience should be a group that is capable of having an impact on your issue, and your purpose should be specific (in other words, you should have a tangible goal, such as passing a certain legislative act, changing an administrative practice, etc, in mind—your purpose shouldn’t be simply to persuade this audience that “you’re right”).  

Hint: You will present your argument orally in class, so in addition to implementing rhetorical strategies to make your address effective, you should think about how your ideas will sound/look when presented aloud. 

 

Part Two: The Cover Letter/Rhetorical Analysis of your Argument (1-2 pages) 4%
In addition to composing your persuasive argument, you will also prepare a rhetorical analysis of your argument, which will take the form of a cover letter.  Your analysis should explain:

 

· The rhetorical situation of your public argument —who is your audience?  What are their values?  What do you hope to accomplish in speaking to them?  What current events or recent developments are important to the context of your public argument?

· The strategies you chose, and give examples of where your public argument uses those strategies

· Why you chose these strategies and why you think these are the most effective strategies for your particular audience, purpose, and context (and in light of the argument being designed for oral presentation)

 

You may also briefly discuss the researched argument, and address how you adapted that longer assignment into something more condensed and overtly persuasive. 

 

Part Three: The Delivery of the Persuasive Argument (approx. 5 min) 7%
You will then create and deliver your public argument out loud to the class. You have several options concerning the presentation of this argument and I encourage all to play to their strengths in the creation of this part of the project. Acceptable formats for the delivery of this argument include:

· A speech

· A power point presentation

· A short film

· A skit (this can include sketch comedy like Mad TV)

· A song

· A poem

· A short story or children’s story (think illustrations if this is a strength of yours)
If there is another format you’d like to use that is not on the above list please propose and discuss this alternate format with me first. 

During your presentation we (your peers and me) will play the role of your target audience, and assess the convincingness of your speech.  I will not grade down if you are not a good public speaker (as we all have difficulties in this area from time to time) but will grade down if it is obvious you did not take the assignment seriously.  

  

Part Four: The Response Sheets 2%
I will provide you with sheets to fill out on which you will assess the rhetorical strategies that your classmates are using in their public arguments.  You will be responsible for filling them out (during class) for all of the presenters on the days that you are not personally presenting. This part if a portion of your overall grade for this paper so it is in your best interest to attend class on all presentation days as there will be no opportunity to make up for missed presentations.
 

Specifications:

· The Public Argument Assignment is worth 20% of your overall final grade for the course
· All written parts of this assignment must be double-spaced, 12 pt. font, standard margins 

· Adhere to MLA format, including heading, title, last name and page numbers on the upper right-hand corner

· A Works Cited page is mandatory for Part 1

 

Deadlines:  
· Rough draft of Part 1 is due in class on Monday, April 14th.

· Rough draft of Part 2 is due in class on Monday, April 21st.
· Final drafts of Parts 1 & 2 are due in class on Friday, May 2nd.

· Delivery of the creative project will occur in class on 4/21, 4/23, 4/25, 4/28, and 4/30. The response sheets are due in class accordingly.
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