101+ Pilot Course: Kelly Myers

The third set of material is from Kelly Myers’ partnership between English 101 students and two sections of 9th grade English.  In Kelly’s plan, high school students chose partners based on the college students’ autobiographies.  After initial email correspondence, Kelly took her students to the high school, which is within walking distance of campus.  There, they led peer workshop of their mentees’ drafts, which they read ahead of time.  They reflected on these workshops in short essays, which served as their final exam.  Kelly’s materials reflect her commitment to honoring the high school teachers’ goals for the partnership, demonstrating a focus on serving the high school students’ particular needs.  Kelly reported that her students’ final exams were particularly strong, in that the students were able to connect the value of workshopping and of process writing in becoming stronger writers themselves.

Reprinted with permission from Kelly Myers, RCTE:

Essay Contest Prompt:  "Friends and family have a powerful influence on our lives. Write an autobiographical story in which you describe a time when a friend or family member had a positive or negative influence on a decision you made. Show us what happened through narrative detail, dialogue, and vivid description." (The 9th graders’ essays will be 250-500 words; your essays will be a minimum of 4 pages.)
UNIT THREE ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Week 1  ________________________________________________________________

Tuesday
Nov.
8
Terry Tempest Williams’ “Why I Write” – write your own 

version

HW:  

1)  Write a 2-3 page Writing Autobiography describing 

yourself as a writer and student at the U of A; email me 

your autobiography (as a Word attachment) by Thursday’s 

class – it will be forwarded to your Tucson High 

students

2)  Read “Under the Influence” by Scott Russell Sanders

Thursday
Nov.
10
Read essay prompt & rubric; Bad writing contest, personal 

narrative gone awry; Discuss Dec 9th conferences with Tucson 
High students

HW:  

1) Read “Researching Your Own Life” (Writing Creative Nonfiction)
2) Read “This is Emo” by Chuck Closterman (Sex, Drugs, and Cocoa Puffs)
3) Brainstorm ideas for your personal narrative – bring ideas to class 

4) BEGIN YOUR DRAFT – bring a copy to Tuesday’s class

Friday 

Nov.
11
No class

Week 2  ________________________________________________________________

**You will receive letter from your mentees this week

Tuesday 
Nov.
15
Discuss readings; work on drafts

HW:

1) Read “Playing with time, or the day grammaw died” (True Stories) 

2)  Read “Expanding Time” (TS)

3)  Find examples of powerful, effective introductions—not 

limited to text—and bring them to class

Thursday
Nov.
17 
Discuss introductions & identifying key moments – time 

expansion exercises 





HW:  

1) Read “The Queimada” (The Fourth Genre)
2) Work on draft!

Friday

Nov.
18
Review showing vs. telling, specific detail; horoscope 

exercise 

HW:

1)  EMAIL ME YOUR REVISED DRAFT (AS A WORD 

     ATTACHMENT) so that I can distribute them to the high    

     school students by Sunday night!

2)  Read “Writing Personal Essays:  On the Necessity of Turning

     Oneself into a Character” (Writing Creative Nonfiction)
3)  Read “Portrait of My Body” (WCN)
Week 3 _________________________________________________________________

Tuesday 
Nov.
22
Discuss readings; magazine people exercise

HW:

1)  Research and revise your draft over break!

2)  Read and comment on essays for workshop (they will be 

posted by 2:00 on Monday)

Week 4 _________________________________________________________________
Tuesday 
Nov.
29
Workshop





HW:  

1) Respond to 9th graders’ drafts by Thursday!  Please cc me on all of the emails.

2) Read and comment on essays for our full class workshop

Thursday 
Dec.
1
Workshop





HW:  Bring your draft to studio

Friday

Dec.
2
Brain’s revision workshop





HW:  Essay 3 due on Tuesday!

Week 5 _________________________________________________________________
Tuesday 
Dec.
6
Essay 3 due; Prepare for conferences

Thursday
Dec.
8
Dead Day - No class

Friday

Dec.
9 
Last day of class - conferences with 9th graders

English 101+ Final Exam:  

December 9th, 2005

You all have more than one student, which means that you will fulfill the requirements of this exam two, three, perhaps even four times, but you will only be graded once.  I will decide which conference/reflection is selected for grading.

Step One – Comments:  You will begin your exam by commenting, in detail, on your students’ drafts.  I will be collecting your comments, so you have two choices:  1) You can use the “comment function” in Microsoft Word and print up a copy for me or 2) You can write on the drafts and make photocopies for me.  Remember, you are required to use the official essay contest rubric to guide your feedback.  In addition to your comments, you will fill out the official essay contest rubric, rating the essay on the scale provided.  [50 points]

Step Two - Reflections:  Next, you will write a detailed reflection, explaining the comments you made on the student’s draft.  You will write a reflection for each draft.  In the reflections do not simply mention a grammatical error in the text; instead, cite Rules for Writers so that you can provide a detailed explanation of the error and brainstorm solutions with the student.  If you are participating in at least one conference on December 9th, then you will write a one page, single spaced (minimum) reflection per draft.  If you are unable to attend the conferences, then your reflections will be at least two, single-spaced pages that clearly articulate your ideas about the drafts—your reflection will help guide the person who leads your conference.  [50 points, if you are not attending the conferences; 30 points if you are attending]

Step Three - Conferences:  Finally, you will lead conferences with your assigned students.  In order to earn your full twenty points, you will need to keep the conversation moving for the entire conference, pointing to specific passages in the text and brainstorming ideas with the student.  You will begin by discussing larger issues (ideas, organization, purpose, etc.) and then move into sentence-level concerns.  Bring Rules for Writers to the conferences—it is a required text for U of A writing courses, so if you don’t have it, borrow it from another first-year student.  

