Fall 102 Course Schedule: Laurie Morrison
Laurie Morrison’s students are currently working with Desert View High School students in a dual-enrollment program through Pima Community College.  Many of the high school students are college-bound, so it is appropriate that Laurie’s focus this semester is on deconstructing the university.  Her course outline offers students both in the high school and in her FYC class the opportunity to question and critique schooling at various levels through carefully chosen readings, films, and writing assignments.  Laurie reports that her students seem enthusiastic about the partnership, and if she were to do this again, she would begin the partnership as soon as possible, rather than waiting until unit two so that the students would be able to begin collaborating even sooner.  
Week 1:

Wednesday, January 10


In class:

1.) Introductions to English 102, partnership with Desert View High School, and each other.

Friday, January 12


For class:

1.) Read Sizer’s “What is High School?” (handout/on D2L).

2.) Journal 1 (see course policies for journal requirements): What parts of high school education does Sizer seem to find fault with, and why?  How does your high school experience compare to Sizer’s narration of Mark’s?

In class: 

1.) Discuss “What is High School?”

2.) In-class writing to prepare for your short autobiographical essay, due 1/17, and explanation of the assignment.

Week 2:

Monday, January 15: MLK, Jr. Day—No class

Wednesday, January 17


For class: 

1.) Autobiographical essay on your high school life (modeled after Sizer’s account of Mark) due.  We will go over the expectations for this short essay on Friday, 1/12, but it should be approximately 2-3 pages, double-spaced.  You’ll be 
sharing this essay with your high school partner as part of your introduction.


2.) Read “11.1: Rhetoric: An Overview” (pp.198-202 in The Student’s Guide).  Bring to class.

3.) Find two emails you’ve written to people with whom you have very different relationships, and print them out.  In class, you’ll be examining your emails for differences in tone, word choice, content, etc., and then we’ll discuss what you find.  Consequently, make sure to choose emails that aren’t so personal that you would be uncomfortable discussing them.


In class:

1.) Introduction to rhetorical analysis.


2.) Look together at the NCLB executive summary to identify rhetorical strategies.

Friday, January 19:


For class:

1.) Read “The Myth of Education and Empowerment” (intro to the section on “Learning Power”; pp. 135-141 in Rereading America).

2.) Read “3.2: Annotating” (pp. 47-53 Student’s Guide).

3.) Read and annotate Rose’s “I Just Wanna Be Average” (pp. 182-193 in Rereading America).

In class:

1.) Discuss Rose’s “I Just Wanna Be Average.”

2.) Introduce rhetorical analysis terms.

Week 3:

Monday, January 22


For class:


1.) Read “Abusive Academics” (handout and link on D2L).

2.) Do some internet research to find out what you can about Front Page Magazine, the authors, and the “Students’ Bill of Rights.


In class:


1.) Discuss “Abusive Academics.” 

2.) Discuss mentoring guidelines and expectations.

Wednesday, January 24

For class:

1.) Read and annotate Gatto’s “Seven Lesson Schoolteacher” (pp. 173-181 in Rereading America).

2.) Journal 2: What do you see as Gatto’s main point?  What strategies and appeals does he use to make this point, and how persuasive are they?
In class: 

1.) Discuss “Seven Lesson Schoolteacher.”

Friday, January 26


For class:

1.) Read and annotate “Achievement of Desire” (pp. 214-226 in Rereading America).

2.) Journal 3: Either respond to the same prompt you did for journal 2 or address the following prompt instead: Rodriguez narrates several specific moments, both from his childhood and from his young adulthood, which help him make a point about his education.  Choose one specific moment that strikes you, and write about how and why he constructs this moment.  Why do you think he includes this moment?  What effect did it have on you as a reader?
In class:

1.) Discuss “Achievement of Desire.”

2.) Go over rhetorical analysis assignment sheet.

Week 4:

Monday, January 29


For class:

1.) Read and annotate “Rhetorical Analysis of ‘The Kaw River Rushes Westward’” (handout/on D2L) and “Financial Debt: How Ellen Goodman Effectively Blames Others” (307-310 in the Student’s Guide).  As you read these example essays, consider what strikes you as effective about the essays and what suggestions for improvement you’d offer to the author.

2.) Begin skimming the additional articles in Rereading America and on D2L and think about which text you will choose for your rhetorical analysis.  If you have another article you’d like to use for your essay, please bring it to class to show me. 

3.) Email Mrs. Liz Denbo (LizD@susd12.org) with an introduction to your high school partner.  Attach your autobiographical essay to the email.

In class:

1.) Discuss example rhetorical analysis essays.

2.) Discuss grading rubric for rhetorical analysis (handout/on D2L).

3.) Introduce discovery draft assignment

Wednesday, January 31


For class:

1.) Decide on the text you will use for your rhetorical analysis essay.

2.) Read “11.2: Getting Started on Your Rhetorical Analysis Essay” (202-207 in the Student’s Guide).

3.) Write a discovery draft (approximately 2 pages, double spaced) in which you brainstorm ideas you might address in your essay.  Post it in the appropriate discussions area on D2L.
In class:

1.) Mining your discovery draft

2.) Thesis statements in a rhetorical analysis essay.

Friday, February 2


For class:

1.) Revise your thesis statement and make sure you have a solid working thesis statement to share in class.

2.) Begin drafting your essay and bring what you have to class.

3.) Bring the two example rhetorical analysis essays (“Kaw River” and “Financial Debt”) to class so that we can examine their structure.

In class:

1.) Working thesis workshop.

2.) Essay organization and effective topic sentences.

Week 5:

Monday, February 5


For class:

1.) Complete rough draft (must have a beginning and an end) due in class.  Please bring three copies and post to appropriate D2L discussions area.

In class:

1.) Workshop essays in groups of three, referring to grading rubric.

Wednesday, February 7


For class:

1.) Journal 4: Revision gameplan.  Please summarize the feedback you received in a brief paragraph and then outline the steps you will take to revise this essay.  This outline can be in list form, and the journal does not need to be a complete page.

2.) Read introductions and conclusions chapter (handout and on D2L) and work on your intro and conclusion.  Post your intro to appropriate discussions area on D2L

In class:

1.) Workshop introductions on D2L.

2.) Using quotes and discussion effectively.

Friday, February 9


For class:

1.) Keep drafting, focusing on body paragraphs and use of quotations.

2.) Use bibliography handout to draft your works cited page.

In class:

1.) Declining by Degrees screening scheduled in place of class.

Week 6:

Monday, February 12


For class: 


1.) Essay 1 due to D2L by beginning of class.


In class:

1.) Introduction to unit 2 and research narrative essay.

2.) Brainstorm topics.

3.) Introduction to Using CQ Researcher.

Wednesday, February 14


For class:

1.) See assignments due Friday.

In class: 

1.) Complete research survey on D2L.

2.) Write a response to Declining by Degrees (prompt will be provided); post your response to D2L and email it to your high school partner.

Friday, February 16


For class:

1.) Talk to people about potential topics, look at CQ Researcher and the additional articles on D2L, and do some basic internet searches for ideas.  Come up with a research topic and 3 problems or issues within that topic that you might explore (Example: Topic: higher education, Issues: lack of diversity at the University of Arizona, low retention rate, students “treading water” and not being challenged enough).

2.) Read “The Exploratory Essay: Enfranchising the Spirit of Inquiry in College Composition.”

In class:

1.) Discuss “The Exploratory Essay: Enfranchising the Spirit of Inquiry in College Composition.”

2.)   Researchable questions: what are they, and how can you come up with a good one?

Week 7:

Monday, February 19: 


For class:

1.) Decide on a research question.  Post it to your group’s discussions area on D2L.

2.) Read two example exploratory essays (handed out on Friday, 2/16 and on D2L) and mark them up with notes on what works, doesn’t work, surprises you, etc.


In class:



1.) Discuss example essays.


2.) Discuss research proposal assignment.

Wednesday, February 21:


For class:

1.) Respond to your group members’ research questions.  Do you see any potential issues with how they have phrased the question or whether it is researchable?  Any ideas about people they should talk to or sources they could consult?  Post your feedback to D2L by replying to their posting.

2.) Complete the Popular vs. Scholarly Article tutorial.

3.) Complete the Academic Search Premier tutorial.

4.) Complete the Library Catalog tutorial.

(For all tutorials, go to www.library.arizona.edu; choose “Tutorials and Guides” under the “Help” category; and click on the correct tutorial.)

In class:

1.) Research scavenger hunt.

2.) Conducting a good database search.

Friday, February 23


For class:

1.) Find and print at least two relevant articles and check out one book from the library.  Read and annotate the articles and bring all three items to class.

In class: 

1.) Uncovering bias: strategies for reading rhetorically and the rhetorical précis.

Week 8:

Monday, February 26


For class:

1.) Essay proposal due: please post to the Dropbox on D2L and send to your high school partner for his/her suggestions and responses.  

2.) Continue looking for and reading sources.

In class:

1.) Interviewing techniques.

Wednesday, February 28


For class:

1.) Set up an interview, if you haven’t already.

2.) Keep researching and begin your annotated bibliography.

3.) Use Hacker’s Rules For Writers to draft the citations for the sources you have.  Post at least four complete citation entries to the appropriate discussions section on D2L.

In class:

1.) Bring Rules For Writers to class.

2.) Review citation questions.

3.) Credible and non-credible sources. 

Friday, March 2


For class: 

1.) Continue research and annotated bibliography.

2.) Identify two sources that do not agree with each other and be ready to discuss the conflict in class.

In class:

1.) Evaluating conflicting sources.

Week 9:

Monday, March 5


For class:

1.) Annotated bibliography due in class.

In class:


1.) Watch opening of Supersize Me.


2.) Beginning strong and developing ethos in a personal essay.

Wednesday, March 7


For class:

1.) Read selection on beginnings.

2.) Fastwrite three possible 1-2 paragraph beginnings to your essay.  Post them in the discussions area on D2L.

3.) Find any piece of nonfiction that you like the voice of and trust the author of, and think about how the author builds that ethos.  Bring the piece to class.

In class:

1.) Workshop beginnings.

2.) Essay structure and showing vs. telling.

Friday, March 9


For class:

1.) Decide on a beginning and a structure for your essay, and start drafting from there.  A complete draft is due the Wednesday after break, so plan accordingly.

In class:

1.) Plagiarism and how to avoid it.

Week 10: SPRING BREAK—No classes

Week 11:

Monday, March 19


For class: 

1.) Work on your draft.  It’s due Wednesday, so work your way through as much of it as you can.

In class:

1.) Watch the end of Supersize Me and examine the ends of our example essays.

2.) Discuss “found” thesis statements.

Wednesday, March 21


For class: 

1.) You will be submitting your complete rough draft at the end of class today after a lesson on using multiple sources and a work day during which you can revise your use of sources.  You need to be able to access it on the computers during class, so bring it on a flashdrive or email it to yourself.

In class:

1.) Go over managing multiple sources handout.

2.) Spend class time applying the source use lessons to your draft.

3.) Post your draft to your workshop group in the discussions area on D2L.

Friday, March 23


For class:

1.) Comment electronically on group members’ essays by the beginning of class.

In class: NO CLASS: teacher at professional conference.  

Week 12:

Monday, March 26:


For class:


1.) Essay 2 due at the beginning of class.  


In class:


1.) Introduction to portfolio unit and persuasion.

Wednesday, March 28


For class:

1.) Read “The Roots of Debate in Education and the Hope of Dialogue” (253-272 in Rereading America) and highlight any place the author seems to be anticipating and accounting for the reader disagreeing.

In class:

1.) Discussion of audience and accommodating the other side.

2.) Email your high school partner with questions to gauge where he or she might resist your point of view.  Attach your final draft of the exploratory essay to this email.

Friday, March 30


For class:

1.) Go through your essay and mark what you will use and what you won’t use.  Make notes of any information you’ll need to add.

2.) Go back over the introductions and conclusions chapter we read in unit 1 and the openings in “The Roots of Debate” and the other essays in the Rereading America section.  Draft an introduction for your persuasive essay.


In class:

1.) Discuss introductions.

2.) Organizing your essay.

Week 13:

Monday, April 2


For class:

1.) Finish creating an outline for your persuasive essay if you haven’t already.

2.) Write at least two body paragraphs, print them out, and bring them to class.

3.) Bring Rereading America to class so that we can look at how the essays use source material.

In class:

1.) Using sources with purpose.

Wednesday, April 4


For class:

1.) Keep drafting your persuasive research essay and make sure you have saved it so that you can access it from the computer classroom.

In class:

1.) Lesson on clarity.

2.) Introduce op-ed assignment.

2.) Look online for possible publications to target.

Friday, April 6


For class:

1.) Decide on the publication you will target, find out the submission requirements, and bring in an op-ed that was published in that newspaper.

In class:

1.) Strategies for writing successful op-ed pieces.

2.) Publication analysis and brainstorming leads for your op-ed.

Week 14:

Monday: bring draft of op-ed


-concision lesson and sideshadowing workshop


-go over cover memo assignment

Wednesday: work day?

Friday: Visit from high school students?? (or switch Wednesday and Friday plans)

Week 15:

Portfolio due.

Discuss What Makes Writing Good Selection 1.

Wednesday: Begin work on commenting on your high school partner’s essay.

Friday: Discuss WMWG selections 2 and 3.

Week 16:

Monday: Discuss own good writing pieces.

Wednesday: Your comments and endnote are due to me plus a one-page reflection on what makes writing good.  Use specific examples.

