UA Writing Program


PROBLEMS STUDENTS FACE WHEN WRITING THE ESSAY

1) Intimidation. Currently, the Personal Statement Essay portion of the University of Arizona’s college application is optional. Though it may be intimidating to show off your writing abilities to a college admissions board, writing the essay will improve your chances of getting into college as well as getting financial assistance!
2) Determining what to write about. Often the hardest part about writing the essay is deciding what story to tell. The important thing is to start writing. Try some of the prewriting techniques in the University of Arizona’s Personal Statement Workbook.

3) Understanding the prompt. Look at the Personal Statement Writing Prompt to the left. It may lead you to list many qualifications, skills, activities, or events that illustrate positive aspects about you. However, try instead to focus on one event, describe it well, and analyze the learning experience that came from it.  

4) Remembering who the audience is. College admissions counselors often complain that students forget that someone—a living working person—is 






actually reading their essay. Do not forget to 





use language that is exciting, accurate, and 






fresh. As you draft you essay and practice 






showing the college admissions board what 






your unique contribution to the university 






community will be, try different ways to tell 






your story that will engage the reader. 






Remember that everyone loves a good story! HELP FOR STUDENTS:

How to Access the Personal Statement Resources Online

1) Go to the English Department homepage: http://english.arizona.edu/
2) Click on “The Writing Center” 

3) Click on “Personal Statement Essay Resources.”

You are there! It looks like this(  
This website is where you can find the submission form for submitting your essay to a college writing tutor as well as links to helpful advice on writing the personal statement essay.  
UA Admissions Personal Statement


�A Personal Statement is our best means of getting to know you and your best means of putting your academic performance and activities in the context of your life. There are no “wrong” answers. When you write your statement, tell us about those aspects of your life that are not evident from your academic record. Because personal statements are brief, they usually focus on one aspect of a student’s life. For example, you could focus on a character-defining moment, a cultural awareness, a challenge faced, family background or cultural heritage, individual talents, academic commitment, or extracurricular activities. Tell us what you would like us to know about you in considering you for admission and/or scholarships. ��Please use the space below to provide your personal statement. If you are attaching additional pages, be sure to put your name and date of birth on the top of the page. �Please limit your answer to fewer than 500 words. If you choose not to provide a personal statement, please be advised that we will be lacking important information about you.











Personal Statement Essay Resources


�This site has been designed by the University of Arizona Writing Program in collaboration with the Office of Admissions Minority Student Recruitment program to assist students from Tucson-area high schools through the process of writing the Personal Statement Essay for Admissions.��Students from Pueblo, Cholla, Desert View, Sunnyside, and Tucson high schools are welcome to submit essays to the Writing Center for feedback from UA student writing tutors by clicking here to access the submission form.��All other students are encouraged to visit the following sites for Personal Statement Writing Resources:


Suggested Personal Statement Rubric 


Admissions Essay Article 


Sample Student Essays 


Getting Started 


Issues students can run into when writing 


General advice on writing a college application essay 


Advice on how to write a narrative essay 


Advice on how to write a personal essay











