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This We Believe

A GEAR UP Writing Project

College of Humanites 2009-2010
Description

The College of Humanities literacy team, graduate assistant Literacy Coaches along with Writing Specialist Peggy DeChecko, will collaborate with 10th grade teachers to develop a writing assignment in line with GEAR UP goals to increase the percentage of students who pass the AIMS Writing test in the spring of 2010 and to model and support writing workshop models and strategies for teachers and students. Students will write the essay in January and teachers will assess their writing according to the Simplified Arizona Six-Trait Rubric.

Participating teachers with support from the COH literacy team will develop strategies for presenting This We Believe project in December, generate full drafts from students in January and assess using the Six-Trait Rubric.  In February, teachers with support from the COH team will plan and implement peer revision workshops, with student revisions to be submitted by Feb. 26 for publication. Final drafts will be submitted electronically and edited by the GEAR UP staff for publication in a GEAR UP book.  In addition, all students featured in the book will be invited with their families to a book-signing event in April to celebrate their accomplishments. Clear submission guidelines will be shared with teachers to ensure that all student work submitted for publication will be print-ready. 

Based on the NPR personal essay model, This I Believe, the assignment provides students with an authentic writing opportunity to reflect on their values and beliefs and how those beliefs were formed. Similar to the personal essay that is required for both college and scholarship application, the essay can also serve as a tool for pursuing post-secondary education. The NPR website high school curriculum will serve as a basis for the project, along with the models of student essays posted on the website. <http://thisibelieve.org>

Purposes

· To engage tenth-grade students in a writing project designed to increase the     
percentage of GEAR UP students who pass the AIMS writing test.

· To provide support and modeling for teachers related to writing process  
strategies, particularly revision and peer-group workshops.

Timeline (2009-2010)

Dec: Identify participating teachers and create schedule for generating full drafts from students.

Feb: Develop and implement peer revision workshops; students revise for publication.

Feb 26: Deadline for student work to be turned in for publication

March: Edit and submit book to publishers print.

April: Publication Event at site.

