102 Pilot Course: Susan Meyers

The first set of materials was used in a partnership between Susan Meyers, an English 102 GAT and five sections of 9th grade English during unit 2.  Susan’s students primarily helped the 9th graders workshop personal narrative essays in preparation for a city-wide essay contest.  Susan invited her students to visit the high school to offer workshops on three occasions, and she awarded extra credit points to those who were able to attend.  She reported that most students were eager to participate in these visits, and that they seemed to benefit from the partnership in several ways.  The most significant gain for the FYC students was a renewed sense of the importance of peer workshopping, which improved subsequent workshops of their own papers.  The partnership also gave the FYC students a context for class readings and discussions of schooling and literacy.  The high school students served as resources to the FYC students in some cases.  As the following documents demonstrate, Susan carefully crafted unit 2 around the theme of literacy, helping students connect readings and writing assignments directly to the mentoring experience.   

Reprinted with permission from Susan Meyers, RCTE:

English 102, Sections 111 & 122

Spring 2006

Meyers

Unit 2: Literacy Project (10% of course grade)

In order to enliven and complicate our discussions of literacy and education this semester, we are going to be engaged in a brief project helping local high school students prepare essays for the University of Arizona sponsored 9th grade essay contest. This project is intended to deepen your personal and intellectual understanding of literacy by putting you on the “front lines” of education, determining the best ways of helping students who may come from backgrounds quite different from your own. 

There are three required portions of this assignment: 

1) Short Essay: Write your own short essay based on the prompt (attached below) that the 

    9th graders will be working with.  – Due in class Wed 2/22

2) Email Correspondence: You will be responsible for contacting your student. Please 

     email him/her and introduce yourself, inviting any questions that s/he may have about 

     college life. In addition to helping these students with their essays, part of the purpose 

     of this project is to give these students the opportunity to learn more about the 

     university. (Suggested “due date” = Fri 2/24)

3) Essay Feedback: Once you have established some rapport with your student, you will     

    read his/her essay and provide feedback about possible revision strategies. In class, we 

    will discuss appropriate strategies for feedback. – Due Fri 3/3

Items to turn in:

*Please bring 4 copies of your short essay to class on Wednesday 2/22.

*Please print copies of your email correspondence (including essay feedback) and submit 

  to me on Friday, 3/3. 

Optional Extra Credit:

1) If we receive an undo number of email addresses for students who would like to have 

    feedback, I will offer you extra credit for mentoring an extra student.

2) The high schoolers have requested a visit from us. I can provide transportation from 

    campus to the high school (3-4 people at a time). The trip will consist of visiting 1-2 

    English classes at the high school to work with the students on their essays and answer 

    their questions about writing at the college level. It should be a fun, relaxed activity—

    and it will be a chance to meet your students face-to-face.

*Possible dates for the high school visit include: 

Tuesday 2/21, Friday 2/24, Monday 2/7, & Tuesday 2/28. 

   Please let me know if you are interested!

Sign-Up Sheet for High School Visits

Name

    Email

             Date / Times                        

                                                                                     you would be available

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Unit 2 Calendar

Date

         Theme/Activities

       Readings/Assignments Due

	Mon 2/13
	Literacy in “Crisis” 


	In class activity

Presentation of Unit 2

	Wed 2/15
	What “counts” as knowledge?


	“Gryphon” &

“The Mission of the University”

	Fri 2/17
	The “shapes” of literacy


	“Looking into the Future” &

“Can This Campus be Bought?”

	Mon 2/20
	Who is Education for?
	“Coming into Language” &

“Literacy in American Lives”

	Wed 2/22
	How is Literacy Evaluated?
	“Teaching as Subversive”/“No Child”

DUE: Short Essay

	Fri 2/24
	Controversies in Education: 

What’s at stake, and for whom?
	“No Child Left Behind” (opinion)

Reading: TBA

	Mon 2/27
	Library Research 

Class Held in Info Commons, ILC
	Student’s Guide pgs. 93-107

& The Curious Researcher

	Wed 3/1
	Analyzing Textual Resources
	Student’s Guide 211-17 & TBA

DUE: Research Topics

	Fri 3/3
	Lines of Inquiry
	“Sex, Contraception, & Conceptions”

DUE: Feedback for 9th graders

	Mon 3/6
	Indentifying Assumptions & Biases
	Reading TBA



	Wed 3/8
	Citations
	reading from The Curious Researcher
Bring Rules for Writers (D. Hacker)

	Fri 3/10
	Workshopping


	DUE: Draft #1

	Mon 3/20
	Possibilities for “Common Ground”


	Reading TBA

	Wed 3/22


	Workshopping
	DUE: Draft #2

	Fri 3/24


	Final Questions / Mechanical Concerns
	---


Unit 2 Paper: Exploratory Essay

Assignment: Write a 5-page researched essay that identifies an important question related to

          literacy/education and explores the controversy surrounding it.

Purpose: In Unit 1 we looked at social concepts and answered the question, “What is it?” Now, we’re going to look at the question of why something happens, so your goal will be to explore and describe an argument in order to find out what is really going on. There’s more to an argument than the final opinion stated by two (or more) contrasting parties. So you’ll need to think about where these opinions come from: What are these people’s value systems? How do these systems affect the ways that they define key terms in the argument? What is really at stake? And how do people’s experiences and/or positions in life affect the ways that they view these stakes?

Process:

1. Start by identifying your interest in the topic. What is your relationship to? Why did you choose this topic? What question(s) do you have about it?

2. Describe what you see before you. How is this issue commonly understood by a lay audience? How have you understood the issue? What are your initial assumptions about it?

3. Next, challenge yourself to question these assumptions. What do you think you might be overlooking? What new questions do you have about the issue?

4. How do the people involved define/describe/understand the issue? You may begin your research process by interviewing some of these people.

5. Continue your research—primary and secondary—by following your natural curiosity about the topic. Stay focused on questions. What was your initial question? How does it grow and change throughout your research process?

*Your exploratory paper should be written as a narrative. That is, you should use your own voice and tell the “story” of your research process. Although I’ve given you some conceptual guidelines, the nuts and bolts of where you go to get your information and what new avenues you explore is up to you. As you go through your process, please explain your rationale for the choices you make, why you pursued a particular source, what you thought of it, etc. 

Key Components: Your paper should include the following components:

1. Show why your topic/question is important (i.e. something that is worth arguing about).

2. Explain what is at stake. (Note: Your understanding of the stake[s] may change throughout the writing of the paper. It is likely that the stakes will be slightly different for each stakeholder.)

3. Identify the stakeholders and their opinions (i.e. the various key positions on the issue). Keep in mind that there may be more than “two sides” to the issue.

4. Identify the assumptions and biases that influence the opinions on each “side.”

5. Consider, too, the varying ways that stakeholders define key terms. Do different people define or “see” things differently?

6. Also be sure to address any common ground(s) that exist and consider what possible outcomes might realistically occur.

*By the end of your paper, try to answer the question: What are these people really arguing about? Where is the real difference? Is it a problem of definition? a problem of assumptions or values? or physical needs? What do they agree on? 

Possible Topics: 

There are a huge variety of possible topics for this project. As you work towards choosing one, consider both the scope (local, state, national, international, etc.) and the type (causal, policy, evaluation, application, etc.) of your research question:

     *What kind of controversy do you want to explore? something here at the UA? something at 

        the federal level? some cross-cultural?

     *Also, what focus do you want to take? Do you want to look at competing theories of why 

      something happens (e.g. causes of teen drop-out rates)? Or do you want to evaluate 

      something (e.g. the effectiveness of the No Child Left Behind policy)? 

There are many kinds of arguments, so think carefully about the angle you want to take, as well as the particular topic that interests you.

*For an array of possible paper topics in education/literacy, see the CQ Researcher, available through the Main Library’s “Articles and Databases” link. 

Mechanical Requirements:

1. Your paper should include at least one source from each of the groups we discuss in class: scholarly text, scholarly journal, popular source (i.e. magazine or newspaper), and interview. 

2. You should include no less that eight sources in your paper.

3. Your sources should be cited according to the MLA format (see Hacker’s Rules for Writers).

4. Your paper should be grammatically correct and free of mechanical errors. 

Evaluation: Your paper will be evaluated based on the following key components:

1. Clear and convincing statement of the importance of the issue and your investment in it.

2. Thorough consideration of the stakes and stake holders.

3. Analysis of the assumptions and value/definitional differences among the parties.

4. Identification of the “real conflict” and any common ground that exists.

5. Careful and effective use of sources to trace your natural curiosity in the topic.

6. Mechanical correctness of grammar and citations.

Due Dates: 

Monday 2.27 

Come to class with 3 possible paper topics 

Wednesday 3.1
1 short paragraph describing your proposed topic and your interest in it

Friday 3.10

Draft 1 for workshopping (2 pages, 4 sources)

Wed 3.22

Draft 2 for workshopping (5 pages, 8 sources minimum)

Mon 3.27

Final paper (submitted electronically to smeyers@email.arizona.edu)

*Please Note: The final paper should be submitted electronically as a Word attachment. Please do not use zipped files. Thank you.

