102 Pilot Course: Anna Varley

The second set of materials is from a partnership between Anna Varley’s 102 students and two high school classes.  Her partnership with Desert View High School is ongoing, so she has adapted these materials each semester to accommodate the teachers and grade levels she is working with, but the assignments and schedule are similar to this original plan.  An up-to-date syllabus may be found at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~varley.  Anna takes students to the high school for a visit at least once per semester, and she encourages the high school teachers to bring students to campus for a tour, guest speakers, and/or peer workshops of papers.  Her students are encouraged to use the mentoring experience as a context from which to develop research questions in unit 2.  The reflective essay is an opportunity for students to think about their own backgrounds and assumptions about schooling, culture, social issues, and subjectivity, and students often report gaining interesting new perspectives through the partnership with their high school counterparts.  

Reprinted with permission from Anna Varley, RCTE:
Instructor: Anna Varley 
 Fall 2004  
English 102  

Unit 2: Community
M 10/4            Freewrite about everything you wish you had learned/known before 



coming to college. 
                        H.W: Write a brief (half-to-one page) autobiography.  You might talk about 


where you are from, what you plan to study at U of A, what your outside interests 


are, and what you wish you had learned/known before coming to college 



(incorporate your freewrite.)  Copy this onto your disk. Also, read Ballenger 


introduction: pgs.1-24.

W 10/6           Review mentoring criteria.  Computer lab.  Bring disks!!  Interactive introduction 


to H.S. class & mentees. Exchange autobiographies.  

                        H.W: Read “What High School Is” by Theodore Sizer.  Prompt: How well could 


you relate to Sizer’s essay?  Describe a typical day at your high school.  Type and 


post response by 8pm Th.  Read and respond to your mentee’s response.  



Prompt: How and why did your experience differ from your mentee’s? 


Could you relate to one another?
 F 10/8            Discussion of reading.  Begin reading “Anarchy in the Tenth Grade.”  Develop 


questions to help your mentee.  

                        H.W: Post your questions by 8pm  Sun.  Read and respond to your mentee’s 


response. Prompt: How did asking questions of the text help you                         

understand it better?  Did they help your mentee? If not, how might you do 


things differently next time?  Read Ballenger ch. 1, pgs. 25-37.

M 10/11         Brainstorm ideas for essay 2.  You should write about one page of ideas.

                        H.W: Post your ideas by 8 pm Sunday.  Read and respond to your mentee’s ideas. 

Prompt: Which of your mentee’s suggestions helped the most? Will you take 


it? Why or why not?  Read Ballenger pgs. 37-57.   Read mentee’s response to 


Rose article and  respond, perhaps by sharing some of our thoughts from 



discussion.  
W 10/13          Library presentation.  Bring copies of your mentoring correspondence to class.  


Draft a research proposal with peer groups. 

Proposal: this should be at least one page and should indicate: 
--What theme or issue you will focus on in your paper. Write a tentative thesis.
--How your research will help you set up and develop your focus.
--Which three aspects of your social issue you will analyze in support of your thesis. 

                        H.W: Post research proposal by 8 pm on Th.  Read mentee’s response and revise.         

Prompt: Describe the process of working on this proposal. Did it help to have 

the advice of someone who is currently still in high school? Will your 



proposal be a good model for them to use in college? Discuss.
                        Read Ballenger pgs. 57-62.

F 10/15            Proposal due.  Present your proposal to the class for feedback.
HW: Post your revised proposal by 8pm on Sunday. 

M 10/18          In peer groups, brainstorm how you will coordinate the research with your mentees.  Come up with an action plan: timeline and outline of priorities for your project.

                        HW: Read and annotate sample 102 research papers. Post your action plan by 8pm W.  Prompt: Evaluate your action plan.  Do you think that you have given your mentee enough information and/or guidance?  Read Ballenger pgs. 63-89.

W 10/20           Library presentation. Find sources.     
HW: Read Ballenger pgs. 89-124.       
F 10/22          102 sample student essays discussion.  Bring your secondary sources to class for discussion as well.  Begin drafting. Revise proposals to show how these will provide context for your essays.

                        H.W: Type outline and make four copies for workshop. Include self-eval. Read and respond to your 


mentee’s outlines, as well as to their comments and questions about your action plan.  Read 


Ballenger pgs. 125-145.           

M 10/25           Respond to D.V. students' brainstorming.  Outlines due- 4 copies.  Self-Eval due.  




Discussion of approaches.  Intros.

                         H.W: Peer evals. Read Ballenger pgs. 173-200. 

 

W 10/27          Peer workshops of intros. 

                        H.W: Print draft of your mentee’s intro. Read and comment.  Begin Essay 2  




drafts.  Read Ballenger 200-220.

 F 10/29           Peer workshops of drafts.  2 full-class workshops.  Bring 4 copies to distribute.  

                         HW: Peer responses, revise drafts.  Read Ballenger 221-241.

                   

M 11/1           Peer workshops of drafts.  2 full-class workshops.  Bring 2 copies to distribute. Post comments to mentees' drafts.


HW: Read Ballenger 241-249.  Final drafts.

W 11/3             No class. Group 2 conferences.  Everyone else to the writing center.

                         HW: Wj: write about advisor’s (or my) comments.  Finish essays.

Unit 3: Culture 
 F 11/5            Rodriguez essay discussion (distributed in class).  Essay 2 final drafts due.  Exchange mentee’s draft and your comments with your group.             
                        H.W: Post your responses by 8pm Sun.  Wj: Comment on whether you think that your comments will be helpful.  Which ones in particular?  Read mentee’s responses to your comments, which should be available by noon on W.  Respond by 8pm W.  Wj: Revisit your previous journal response.  Were you on-target?  What would you do differently next time?  Begin work on essay 3 (analyze your writer’s journal).

M 11/8          Print your mentee’s second draft and bring to class.  Exchange with group.  Write comments together.                         
                        H.W:  Prompt: Were your comments and your peers’ comments different? How so/not?  Post 


responses to your mentee’s second draft by 8pm on Friday. Review and analyze all 



correspondence with your mentee.
                       
Incorporate this into your draft of essay 3. 

W 11/10          Rough drafts due.  Bring four copies.  Include a self-assessment.  Prompt: Reflect on your mentee’s process/progress. Read mentee’s final draft, which should be available before class on Tuesday and write a one page evaluation that you will post by Thursday.  
                        H.W: Write a one page reflection of the mentoring process.  Also, respond to your peers’ drafts.
F 11/12            Mentoring reflections due.  Peer workshops—same format as previous essays.    

                        H.W: Write a one or two paragraph synopsis of your mentee’s paper.  Include comments about revisions and about your mentoring process. This will become the cover sheet for your mentee’s essay. Make 4 copies of your mentee’s essay (with coversheet) to be turned in on Thursday.  Go to the Writing Center! 

M 11/15           Exchange and read mentee essays. Make notes to be used in essay 3.

                        H.W:  Finish drafts of essay 3. 

W 11/17            No class.  Group 3 conferences in my office.  All others to the writing center.  

                        HW: Wj: write about advisor’s (or my) comments.  Finish essays.

F 11/19           No class.  Instructor at a professional conference.  Continue revising. 

M 11/22         Essay 3 final draft.  Include self-assessment.  Begin Portfolio Unit. 
HW: Choose essay to re-envision for the portfolio.  Write a two-paragraph audience analysis.

W 11/24           Audience analyses due.  Begin workshopping re-envision drafts.

                        HW: Revise.  Write a several sentence-long articulation of your purpose.

F 11/26             No class-- Thanksgiving
M 11/29          Purpose workshops.   

                        HW: Finish draft of re-envisions. 

W 12/1             Drafts due.  2 full-class workshops.  Bring 4 copies.

                        HW: Read and respond to peer drafts.  Revise.  Begin cover memos.

F 12/3               Revision Day.  Bring all portfolio materials.  Finish cover memos.  

M 12/6              No class.  Group 4 conferences.  All others to the writing center.  wj: write about your advisor's comments and comment on your final revision plan.  Incorporate these into your cover letter.
W 12/8            Last day of class.  Portfolios due.   

 Essay 2: Documented Argument:
For this assignment, please choose a topic to which you have some personal connection.  Generally, your purpose will be to persuade your audience in some way.  You will come up with a specific audience for this assignment, such as a school board president, Janet Napolitano, high school students, etc.  Besides this fictional audience, your real audience will be your mentees, so you should choose something that might interest them specifically.  Choose a topic that has some bearing on the issues we've been discussing in class.   This should have something to do with education, youth culture, bilingualism, cultural differences, etc.  Your research for this assignment should be question-driven, rather than thesis-driven.  In other words, you will begin with a research question and will attempt to answer that question by analyzing various resources.  Your result may be inconclusive, but that is ok.  You can still construct an argument about the inconclusiveness of your inquiry.  To clarify, here is an example:

- Interest area: Higher Education

-Problem or issue: Lack of diversity at the University of Arizona.
-Personal connection: member of U of A community, English Grad. Union Diversity and Equality committee member, Writing Program minority recruitment and retention committee member. 
- Research question: Is the university taking a proactive approach to the issue of minority recruitment and retention and have their efforts been as successful as possible?
- Research plan: review various U of A department websites to gather information, including info about the "Millennium Commission," which has been appointed to carry out a plan for diversity, review news sources for info about how this latest push for diversity began, research various other state schools' minority recruitment policies and compare with student demographics, interview a U of A administrator, interview the director of one of the minority support centers on campus.  
- Resulting thesis: Although University of Arizona is taking measures to improve rates of minority recruitment and retention, progress has been slow because the administration has not taken strong enough measures to hold individual departments and faculty members accountable for taking proactive steps to make programs and classes more inclusive.  

In the example above, I suggest various possible ways to research this question.  Notice that I am not arguing for or against something directly, but rather taking a critical approach to a problem.  In the end, the conclusion might not be absolutely resolute, but that's ok.  It is more important that you spend five weeks exploring, thinking, and writing about a topic that interests you.  

Requirements:  6-10 pages, typed, double-spaced, stapled, MLA format and citation guidelines, Works Cited page.  You must use at least six sources.  Internet sources do not count unless you discuss with me. I encourage you to include interviews (perhaps even with your mentees) to build an argument that has human interest.  You may also survey your classmates, use personal narrative, or write in the form of a letter. 

Autobiography:
 In order to get to know your mentor or mentee better, please write a one to three page document in which you tell your new friend as much about yourself as you wish to reveal.  It is appropriate to use the first-person here.  Examples of details to include:

· Family

· Loves

· Hates

· Wishes

· Achievements

· Quirks

 Please feel free to be creative but be honest—you want to get as much our of your new friendship as possible, so start off on the right foot!  Also, descriptive language is always more fun to read than dry, formal lists.  Use sensory imagery, metaphors, examples, etc. to spice up your writing.  Have fun!

Unit 3 Reflective Essay:

This essay may incorporate the information that you have gathered during this course and through the mentoring process.  You may write an analysis of some aspect of culture. Culture is defined as that body of shared beliefs, histories, and experiences of a group that includes knowledge, beliefs, language, arts, morals, laws, customs, and language. The focus could be on your cultural context (your shared histories and experiences as members of groups as well as the communal experiences that define a particular culture). The “text” that you will analyze will be every aspect of this course.  You will look for the text’s relationship to the meaning you create as a reader situated in a particular culture that has reading experiences, expectations, and a personal history as a result of a particular cultural perspective. You may write an essay that analyzes this text and argues for an interpretation that considers the effects of underlying cultural narratives and how those reflect or challenge the assumptions, values, desires, and/or fears of your culture. All of the writing that you have done and will do for this course will help you reflect on those factors that shape the way the text is viewed and understood by you and others ( i.e., writer’s journal, reader responses, essays, mentee correspondence, peer responses, mentees’ papers.) During each step of the process, you will incorporate more and more of these texts so that your final draft is a comprehensive analysis of culture, (including, if you wish, issues in education, families, race, class, gender,the border, etc.) as has been revealed through the work you have done in this course.
