[image: image1.jpg]



Attention English teachers:

You are invited to participate in Wildcat Writers, a partnership between the UA Writing Program and Tucson GEAR UP high schools.  In the spring semester, Wildcat Writers connects UA writing instructors with high school teachers to facilitate an exchange between their students.  Using email, blogs, or other methods, students exchange their writing, complete collaborative writing projects, or discuss college life.  Student pairs also meet once face-to-face on the UA campus.

For more information, please visit our website: www.wildcatwriters.weebly.com 

Goals:

· Connect GEAR UP students with undergraduate writers from the University of Arizona for semester-long writing exchanges about college and writing.

· Encourage collaboration between high school and college writing instructors. 

· Include a visit to the UA campus for all high school students and teachers.

Your commitment:

· Attend a planning meeting at the UA’s alumni building in October (date TBA).

· Communicate in a timely manner with your Wildcat Writers partner teacher.

· Meet with your partner and a Wildcat Writers Advisory Committee member for coffee once in the fall semester to plan.

· Integrate the partnership into your curriculum, and email us the general plan for your first month by December 30.
· Pair students with a WW partner by January 30.
· Attend and help facilitate a Wildcat Writers event on the UA campus with your students in late January or early February (date TBA).

RSVP as soon as possible if you are interested. Space is limited.  Please fill out the following application and email it to RWendler@email.arizona.edu. High school teachers can also print it and give it to a GEAR-UP college coach, and UA teachers can place it in Rachael Wendler’s mailbox in the English Dept.  

Thank you for considering this exciting professional development opportunity!

Sincerely,

Rachael Wendler

The University of Arizona Writing Program and Tucson GEAR UP Project

Phone: 302-4408    Email: RWendler@email.arizona.edu
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Wildcat Writers Teacher Application

Due September 27
Part One: Basic Information

Name:  
School:      
Mailing Address:       
Email:      
Phone:      
The best way to contact me is by:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Teaching Schedule (**SPRING** 2010)

	. Class Title
	.Grade(s)/Level
	. Days
	. Time

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Part Two: Information to Help Us Create Teacher Pairings

There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to any of these questions—we just want to pair teachers who have common goals and approaches.

1. I like to plan lessons…
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The night before

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The whole unit (5 weeks) at once 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  One week in advance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The whole semester at once 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Two weeks in advance 

2.  I anticipate that Wildcat Writers will…
     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play a minor role in my class, with students exchanging just a few emails

     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play a moderate role in my class, with small projects related to WW

     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play a major role in my class, with significant projects related to WW

3.  Please check any activities that may interest you:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  co-planning lessons with partner teacher
         FORMCHECKBOX 
 visits between classes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 assigning both classes common texts

         FORMCHECKBOX 
 email exchange on college life/advice

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 collaborative writing between student partners      FORMCHECKBOX 
 writing for partners as audience

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 students giving feedback on partners’ writing
         FORMCHECKBOX 
 writing projects about partners

3. What do you most hope to get out of Wildcat Writers?  What do you hope your students get out of Wildcat Writers? 

     
4. I would love to be partnered with a teacher who…

(for example, “is a technology whiz,” “would be willing to try a collaborative unit on Latino literature,” “is very committed to having students visit each other,” “would like to try student blogs,” etc).

     
By typing my name below, I commit, if accepted to Wildcat Writers, to the following:

· Attend a planning meeting at the UA’s alumni building in October (date TBA).

· Communicate in a timely manner with my Wildcat Writers partner teacher.

· Meet with my partner and a Wildcat Writers Advisory Committee member for coffee once in the fall semester to plan.

· Integrate the partnership into my curriculum, and email Rachael the general plan for my first month by December 30.
· Pair students with a WW partner before the winter event.
· Attend and help facilitate a Wildcat Writers winter event on the UA campus with my students in late January or early February (date TBA).

     





     
“Signature”  





Date










