        WILDCAT WRITERS

                    equity of access to college writing

Dear English Instructor,
You are invited to participate in Wildcat Writers, a partnership between the UA Writing Program and Tucson area high schools.  In the spring semester, Wildcat Writers connects UA writing instructors with high school teachers to facilitate an exchange between their students.  Using digital or hard copy exchanges, students share their writing, complete collaborative writing projects, or discuss college life.  Partnerships also include at least one face-to-face meeting for students.  For more information, please visit our website: www.wildcatwriters.weebly.com 
Goals:

· Teachers will better understand and address the gap between high school and college writing.
· Students will develop stronger motivation for and understanding of college writing. 

· High school participants will connect to UA and college life, and university participants will connect to the vibrant community of Tucson.

Your commitment:

· Attend the Wildcat Writers teacher events Tuesday, October 7th 5:15-7:15 PM and Saturday October 18th from 9:00 AM—12:00 PM.
· Meet with your partner and a Wildcat Writers Advisory Committee member for coffee once in the fall semester to plan.

· Integrate the partnership into your curriculum

· Help facilitate a Wildcat Writers meeting on the UA campus with your students by early February, and pair students before the event.

The Application Process:
1. Interested teachers complete the attached application (including personal statement for new Wildcat Writers teachers) by October 1st.

2. All applicants attend a Wildcat Writers Event on October 7th, 5:15-7:15, at Cata Vinos Wine Shoppe.
3. Maria Elena Wakamatsu, chair of the application committee, will notify applicants of their acceptance status, and selected applicants will attend the October 18th event at the UA Campus with their teacher partner.
 Space is limited, so the application process is competitive.  If you are interested, please fill out the following application and email it to RWendler@email.arizona.edu. Thank you for considering this exciting professional development opportunity!

Sincerely,
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Rachael Wendler

The University of Arizona Writing Program 

Phone: 302-4408    Email: RWendler@email.arizona.edu

Wildcat Writers Teacher Application

Due October 1st
Part One: Basic Information

Name:

School: 
Mailing Address:  
Email: 

Phone: 
The best way to contact me is by:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Teaching Schedule for **SPRING** 2013 (if known)
	. Class Title
	.Grade(s)/Level
	. Days
	. Time

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Part Two: Information to Help Us Create Teacher Pairings

There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to any of these questions—we just want to pair teachers who have common goals and approaches.

1. I like to plan lessons…
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The night before


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One week in advance
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Two weeks in advance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The whole unit (5 weeks) at once 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The whole semester at once 

2.  I anticipate that Wildcat Writers will…
     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play a minor role in my class, with students exchanging just a few emails

     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play a moderate role in my class, with small projects related to WW
     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play a major role in my class, with significant projects related to WW

3.  Please check any activities that may interest you:
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 co-planning lessons with partner teacher   
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 attending cultural events (plays, museums) with partner class
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 assigning both classes common texts

       
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 email exchange on college life/advice

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 collaborative writing between student partners  

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 writing for partners as audience

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 students giving feedback on partners’ writing
       
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 frequent visits between classes
4. Most of our partnerships are between Tucson-area high school English classes and English 102 at UA. There are some other partnership opportunities available—check if you are interested in working with any of the following populations instead: 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 International college students  (high school teachers only)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business or technical writing students (high school teachers only)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 High school students from the rural border town of Bisbee (college teachers only)
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 High school writing center peer mentors (college teachers only)

Part Three: Personal Statement (FOR FIRST-TIME APPLICANTS ONLY)
Please write a personal statement of 125-300 words that addresses the following questions:

How do you see this partnership fitting with your approach to teaching writing? Who is your ideal partner and why? You may want to consider interest in: high or low technology use, particular kinds of projects or subject areas, traditional essay assignments or other genres (e.g. poetry slams, zines, visual arguments, websites), and certain styles of collaboration or teaching. What outcomes do you envision for your students and yourself?

By typing my name below, I commit, if accepted to Wildcat Writers, to the following:

1. Attend the Wildcat Writers Events  October 7th and 18th 
2. Meet with my partner and a Wildcat Writers Advisory Committee member for coffee once in the fall and spring semester to plan.

3. Integrate the partnership into my curriculum

4. Attend and help facilitate a Wildcat Writers winter event on the UA campus with my students by early February, and pair students before the event

 “Signature”  





Date

